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Consumers Energy Employee C.D. Kendall Earns Home Energy Ratings System (HERS) Certification
Marshalltown, IA.  Consumers Energy employee C. D. Kendall received the Home Energy Ratings System (HERS) certification from the Kansas Building Science Institute in Manhattan, Kansas, on September 2, 2006.  Kendall is the cooperative’s Energy Management and Renewable Energy Supervisor. 
Home Energy Raters are trained to evaluate construction techniques, take key measurements, and perform inspections to test whether new homes meet EPA guidelines for energy efficiency.  No matter which energy efficiency features builders select, Home Energy Raters always conduct on-site inspections.  These inspections include:

· a blower door test to test the air leakage of the house;
· a duct test to test the leakiness of the duct system; and

· a thermal bypass inspection, which is a visual inspection of common construction areas where heat and cold can escape from a home.

Energy characteristics reviewed and identified by the Home Energy Rater include:   insulation levels, window efficiency, wall-to-window ratios, the heating and cooling system efficiency, the solar orientation of the home, and the water heating system.  
Consumers Energy members and customers who are interested in learning how to make their homes more efficient or obtain a HERS rating for their new or existing home are encouraged to contact C. D. Kendall at 641-754-1644 or at the cooperative office located at 2074 242nd Street west of Marshalltown at the intersection of Highways 30 and 330. 

Consumers Energy is a local, member-owned energy solutions cooperative specializing in energy delivery and energy management.  The cooperative serves over 5,000 members and customers throughout six counties in Central Iowa:  Marshall, Story, Jasper, Polk, Tama and Hardin.

